Ficus benghalensis L. (family Moraceae), also known as Bengal fig or Indian fig, is a species of banyan endemic to
Bangladesh, India and Sri Lanka. The tree is often planted around temples and is considered sacred by both Hindus and Buddhists. It is becoming popular as an indoor ornamental due to good tolerance to low light. In December 2009, a previously unknown leaf disease on F. benghalensis was sent to the senior author for diagnosis. A preliminary examination of the lesions suggested that the leaf spots were associated with algal growth. During the years 2010 and 2011 the authors found the same symptoms in several localities of Korea including Icheon and Yongin.
The leaf spots usually appear on the upper leaf surface as more or less raised, generally flattened, textured, velvety in case of active growth, pale brown or rusty brown areas.
Though plant tissues often shrivel and die beneath the algal spots, there was no direct infection of the alga to the epidermal layers and connecting tissues of the leaves. Nevertheless, algal growth and formation of leaf spots cause decrease in market value of the tree, by detracting from the beauty of the glossy leaves.
To identify the causal agent, algal structures were detached from the colonies on fresh leaves (Fig. 1b-c ) using a surgical scalpel and mounted in water. Each structure was examined by bright field microscopy with an Olympus BX51 microscope. At least 20 measurements were made for each structure. The morphological description is based on a representative sample deposited in the herbarium of Korea University (KUS-F24926, Korea, Yongin, June 2010, leg. KS Han and HD Shin).
Thallus was circular to subcircular, reaching about 10 mm in diameter, with an indistinct, filamentous margin ( Fig. 1a-c ). Sporangiophores were solitary or in tufts of 2-5, about 0.5-1 mm long, 12-25 μm wide, 2-5-septate, and forming a head cell with sporangia on the top. Sporangia were pale greenish brown or occasionally rusty brown, spherical and 22-30 μm in diameter (Fig. 1d-e) . These characteristics are in full agreement with the previous descriptions of Cephaleuros virescens Kunze (Thompson and Wujek 1997; Sinclair and Lyon 2005) .
The parasitic alga C. virescens has a wide range of host plants including some important economic plants (Holcomb 1986; Holcomb et al. 1998; Sinclair and Lyon 2005 
